Schistosoma mansoni: tegumental surface alterations following oxamniquine treatment of infected mice.
The in vivo effects of oxamniquine on the tegumental surface of adult Schistosoma mansoni were studied using scanning electron microscopy. Pronounced tegumental alterations were observed in all worms including marked oedema, wrinkling and distortion, atrophy, loss of tone and complete disorganization of suckers, blebbing, destruction of tubercles, collapse of sensory papillae and erosion or peeling of the surface layer. The amount of damage was more marked in males than females and varied considerably among worms recovered from the same host and even in different regions of the same worm. Damage was irreversible and all worms were eventually eliminated.